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SUB J : SOHYO UNIONS TO STRIKE OVER RIGHT TO STRIKE ISSUE 
REF: TOKYO 15643 

1. WOHYO AFFILIATED COUNCIL OF PUBLIC WORKERS UNIONS 
(KOROKYO) DECIDED NOV 20 TO LAUNCH SERIES OF ILLEGAL 
STRIKES FOR 10 DAYS BEGINNING NOV 26 UNLESS GOJ 
AGREES IN PRINCIPLE BY NOV 25 TO GRANT THEM RIGHT TO 
STRIKE (REFTEL). FOCUS OF STRIKE EFFORT WILL BE 
NATIONAL RAILWAYS, WHERE KOKURO AND DORO UNIONS HOPE 
PARALYZE ENTIRE SYSTEM NOV 26-29 AND DEC 3-5. POSTAL 
(ZENTEI) AND COMMUNICATIONS (ZENDENTSU) WORKERS ALSO 
PLANNING STAGE SERIES OF LOCAL WALKOUTS DURING 
PERIOD. 

2. PRIMIN MIKI DURING PRESS CONFERENCE NOV 19 AND/AT 
MEETING WITH OPPOSITION PARTY LEADERS NOV 20 SAID THAT GOJ 
WOULD NOT BE HURRIED INTO MAKING ITS DECISION ON 

ISSUE SINCE RULING PARTY VIEWS STILL NOT COORDINATED 
AND MANY SECTORS OF PUBLIC OPINION NOT YET HEARD FROM. 
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GOJ DECISION UNTIL AT LEAST END OF YEAR. LDP VICE 
PRES SHUN A AND SECGEN NAKASONE ARE WIDELY QUOTED IN 
NOV 21 PRESS AS HAVING CAUTIONED PRIMIN AGAINST 
MAKING ANY CONCESSIONS AT THIS TIME TO UNIONS 
ENGAGING IN ILLEGAL ACTIONS 

3. ASAHI NOV 20 ACHIEVED JOURNALISTIC SCOOP BY 
PRINTING AS YET UNRELEASED TEXT OF LONG AWAITED 
EXPERTS COMMITTEE REPORT WHICH IS SUPPOSED TO FORM 
BASIS OF EVENTUAL GOJ DECISION ON STRIKE ISSUE. 

ACCORDING TO ASAHIVERSION, REPORT RECOMMENDS THAT 

RIGHT TO STRIKE BE GRANTED TO WORKERS IN TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
TABACCO, ALCOHOL, AND FORESTRY PUBLIC CORPORATIONS ONLY AFTER 
THESE GOVERNMENT RUN ENTERPRISES ARE CONVERTED 
TO PRIVATE OR SEMIPRIVATE COMPANIES. REPORT RULES OUT 
LEGALIZING STRIKES BY RAILROAD AND POSTAL WORKERS BUT 

SUGGESTS THAT MANY LOCAL (AND UNPROFITABLE) RAILROAD 
LINES COULD BE PLACED IN PRIVATE HANDS. 

4. COMMENT, WHILE KOROKYO LEADERS REALIZE THAT 
MAJOR RAIL STRIKE NEXT WEEK WILL FURTHER ALIENATE 
PUBLIC OPINION AND THEREBY MAKE IT EASIER FOR GOJ TO 
DECIDE AGAINST GRANTING THEM RIGHT TO STRIKE, THEY 
APPARENTLY UNABLE TO FIND ANY FACE-SAVING DEVICE 
TO CALL OFF WALKOUTS. IN CONTRAST PRIMIN MIKI AND 
LDP LEADERSHIP HAVE SO FAR HANDLED ISSUE CLEVERLY. 

ON ONE HAND, THEY ARE MAKING CONCILIATORY GESTURE BY 
MEETING DIRECTLY WITH KOROKYO LEADERS AND THEIR 
POLITICAL PARTY BACKERS WHILE ON THE OTHER HAND 
THEY ARE ISSUING FORCEFUL STATEMENTSRULING OUT 
CONCESSIONS TO ILLEGAL STRIKERS. IT APPEARS NOW 

AS IF UNIONS WILL BE BIG LOSERS AS RESULT OF NEXT WEEK'S 
STRIKES. 

HODGSON 
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